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SWEDEN = RAIINAY TRANSPORTATION _

ke POLICIES

1.
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The mwjority of Swedish ruilroads sre ovmed Ly the

state. The policy of stute owmership dutos buck to tho
middle of the 19th cemtury, wnd in recent yeurs there has
been & marked trend towurd complete nutionalization of
the ruil system of the country. The rullroads ure
sweden's prime form of trunsport, snd the bulk of &ll
freight truffic, except timbor sand iron ore, mOVes by
riil over e well-developed nctwork, ubout half of which
is electrified. 4ll policies concerning reilroad ud-
ministrution snd operation are dotermined by the stute

through the Stute Reilwey iduministrution (JiLRV..GSSTYRELSEN) .

Reilroud policies ure detormined wnd administersd sept=
ratoly by the State Rullway Asdministrution, en independent
office in the llinistry of Communicutions. The Ministry.
is churged with integrution cnd adminigtration of &ll
cormunicttions and public works policiovs, und is the
lisiscn churmel through which the various preenizetions
concerned with trmnsport doul with the stete. ’

|

Strutegic and militury considerstions have hed little,
effect upon the detormination of swedish reil poliocy which
directs the ruilroads in furthering oconomic &nd indus-
trial considerutions.

Since the povernment owns the najor portion of the ruil
system (74 per cent in liurch 1946), subsidios, in the
commonly accepted usuge, ure of 1littlo conciderstion. The

_povernment, however, is vory uctive in promoting inprove=-

monts in oquipment snd operuting procedures on both state=
owvned und privutely-operuted lines.

governmont ruil policy in Sweden hus beon influenced in
recont yeurs by economic end geogruphlic considerutions
und vosted interests have reletivoly little direct in-
fluence.

B, ORGLHIZLTION —

1.

2,

The agencios of govermment concorned with stute-ovned and
privute linos ure as follows:

ohe Stete Reilwy sdministrution (iinistry of
Comxaunicutions)
The Ruilwey Council (Ji.RIVAGSRIDET)
The Stute Ruilwuy Bourd
; p

Tho Stuto Reilway sdministration is orgunized by bureaus,
ooch dosling with spocifio problems of administrution
und operution, such &s traffic, safoty wnd finances., The
Ruilwey Council tcots s wn udvisory botrd on questions
jnvolving reil truffic. The Stute Reilway Bourd is ,
uppointed by the sovernnmont and operstes through district
edministrators. Represontutives of the Stute Reilw.y
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Board ure customurily uppointed to the Bowrd of
Dircctors of priwvete rail lines to whioch the joverne
nment hus mude louns,

The Stete Rullwy iLdminisgtretion hes no dircct rolution
to wny other trunsport ugoncy, except ws its operutious
aro uffocted by owere~ull control wund coordinution withe
in the linistry of Cormuniocations, -

The Swedish ruilroad lines ure considerod by competent
wuthorities to be among the most efficiently operuted
of ell stute-ovmed systems wnd no public criticisn is
appurent concerning either administrition or operatlon.

- D HISTRATION

1.

2¢

3.

Lo

The lfinistry of Communications is churged with the rew
sponsibility fr determining the need for new reil linos
or extensions of tine existing systems., The nced for new
rail facilities is determined by the government in aocw-
cordunce with the needs of industry end commerce. The
dinistry is inclined “to ullow privstely-controlled lines
to develop as they see fit., It should be noted, however,
that due to the intense competition of highwuy truns-
portution, no new rull consiruction is contempluted and
sorze reil lines huve either discontinucd or shurply cure
tzilod their operutions.

itutes upplicable to the stato-operuted lines sre prouulgatod

and estublished by the llinistry of Coumunicutions. Rutes
on privutely-operuted lines must be submitted to the
iinistry of Communicutions for upprovul. fininun froig;ht
&nd passengor rutus sre estublished by the Stute Ruilway
Bourd, which hus uuthority to effect chunges under certuin
condlitions.

The principul competition to the rail lines is offered

by the highwey trensport curriors. The stute does not
attompt o fuvor rails ovor hijglmwuy cerriers, despite the
finunciul interost of the stute und as w resuli of this
policy, tho ru«il lines havo suffered. This is particular-
ly true of the 35 privitoly-ovmed snd operuted lines which
uccount for 26 por cent of tho totil ruil milewge.

Despite the busic competitive positions of tho two media
of trunsport, however, 4 policy hus been evolved vhich
entbles Loth ruil snd rowd trunsport to orgunizo coopomtlw
services for their mutuul benefit.

The rejuletions wpplyins to both stuto wnd privute ruile
weys wro issued wnd onforced by tho Royal Ruilwuy Bouwrd,
vhogse decisions in &l major mattors wrc subject to the
upprovul of tho govermment, wnd in specific cuses, of the
Riksdag, '
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5., There ure & nunbor of tochnicul schools vhwch wre oither
stute-operstod or gtrto-subsidized, offering cowsses in
technictl triining. The Reoyul School of Teshinology in
Stockholn, (nd the Chulmers Techinicul College at fotebory.
L'c oxXtIples. ‘

6. Sweden is & purty lo muny intornutionul agreoments concern=

ing Wreilic fueilities, rwtcs wid other relited reilrcud
probleus.
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